Conclusions from CiC Audit of Methodist Churches in Manchester and Stockport together with Faith in Two Cities.

This set of conclusion is drawn from these two research reports and will serve to direct the work of the Transform Our Communities (TOC) project as it develops.

· With over 80% of churches describing their community as ‘urban’, emphasis needs to be placed on developing responses to needs that particularly arise in those communities.

· There is potential for development of community buildings with only just over 20% of churches having purpose-built community centres but well over 70% renting rooms to community groups and 77% being involved in projects that address specific social concerns. A major source of funding for such ventures would be the Lottery and 50% of Methodist churches saying they would apply in the future suggests support should be given to do this. Additionally there were many qualitative responses regarding future plans that indicated that community facilities were equally important as those for worship when developing new buildings. 

· More emphasis need to be placed on churches, particularly Methodist, accessing public funds with almost half not doing so. Support needs to be developed in this area.

· Only a few churches evidenced involvement in strong local partnerships. This may be partly due to lack of recognition given by statutory authorities to denominations other than Anglicans and Catholics. With over half of Methodist churches saying that they would want to develop such partnerships to deliver social inclusion projects there is clearly great potential for undertaking such developments. Partnership development was also identified as the priority for Methodist Churches for the newly developed TOC (Transform Our Communities) Toolkit. Increased practical support needs to be given to develop such partnerships.

· The lack of involvement of Methodist Churches in LSPs needs to be addressed with practical support, including accessing Community Empowerment Funds.

· The experience of Anglican Churches in developing projects compared to their Methodist counterparts gives opportunities for learning, and good practice from Church projects should be gathered and shared.

· The potential for local partnerships between Anglican and Methodist Churches in terms of social provision needs to be further explored, to build on the increasing ecumenical partnerships. This was strongly evident throughout the qualitative feedback.

· The potential for work with unemployed people, and those from refugee and minority ethnic communities needs to be exploited, especially within Methodist communities.

· Training needs to be delivered to support Church members in addressing social exclusion. Almost half Methodist churches were interested in seeing this and it would help to address the fact that fewer than 20% of Methodist Churches had volunteers currently willing to be involved in such projects.

· Recognition of volunteering should also be developed with a practical programme to recruit and retain volunteers. This should be focussed on younger cohorts, which clearly needs to be strengthened throughout the churches.

