PARTNERSHIP

IN PRACTICE
Possible issues to consider - 

· Define the problem and possible underlying causes 

· How would each agency tackle a given problem? 

· How could they do it working together? 

· Who takes leadership / ownership? 

· What conflicts could arise given each agency's own core values? 

· How do you involve / help the parents? 

· What could be the consequences for Ryan, his mother and the community as a whole if attention is not paid to this problem now? 
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PARTNERSHIP IN PRACTICE

SCENARIO 4 
RYAN 

Ryan is a bright boy. He's 10 years old and was doing well at school. Recently however his teachers have become concerned about his behaviour in class, as he is now disrupting whole lessons, and often not turning up for days on end. From previously being extrovert, loud but creative, he is now difficult to reason with and prone to hitting other children. 

A letter was sent to his parents requesting that they attend the school to discuss this problem. Only his mother turns up, and it is clear to the headteacher that she has recently been physically assaulted. She is non-communicative at the interview and doesn't seem particularly interested. As she leaves she says that Ryan's dad "will sort him out". 

A worried parent confides to Ryan's teacher that his father regularly beats his mother, who has left him on numerous occasions only to be found and dragged back to the family home. As the headteacher ponders this problem she receives a phone call from the local community Policeman. Ryan has been caught vandalising an empty council house with other, older children late at night. 

Meanwhile a local playleader is talking to a contact in the local Housing Office about things in general when she mentions this young lad who had attended a summer playscheme. He had initially been troublesome, but after some coaxing had become very eager to join in. She mentions it because he had started crying when it was time to go home, and had wanted to go home with her instead. The Housing Officer asks who the child was, and on hearing his name exclaims" His dad's a big loan shark. I interviewed him once for rent arrears and he laughed at me and paid £700 in cash there and then. He's well dodgy. " 
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